
 

 

 

MANATEE COUNTY  

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 

 

Minutes – August 21, 2017 
 
Members who were Present:  Chairman Carol Whitmore, Vice-Chairman David Teitelbaum, Jack Rynerson, Jiten Patel, Vernon 

DeSear 

 

Members who were Absent:  Doug Copeland, Dale Sconyers, Mayor Wayne Poston, and Ed Chiles 

 

Members of Press were also in attendance. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 9:00AM at Manatee Technical College, 6305 SR 70 E., Bradenton, Florida 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by David Teitelbaum, seconded by Jiten Patel, to approve the June 19, 2017 TDC Meeting 

minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. 

  

Public Comment 
There was no Public Comment. 

 

Airbnb 

Ken Burton, Manatee County Tax Collector, gave brief report on responsibilities of Tax Collector’s office, update of 

Airbnb and the reasons why his office doesn’t want to contract with Airbnb at this time, which would require a 

change of the current ordinance. 

 

Discussion took place re:  other Florida counties contracting with Airbnb; when taxes are due to Tax Collector’s 

office and repercussions if not paid on time.  

 

Chairman Carol Whitmore requested Mr. Burton give same presentation at upcoming BCC Meeting. 

 

Elliott Falcione suggested Tax Collector and their Attorney meet with County Attorney to discuss the changes that 

would be needed in the ordinance.   

 

Group Sales Update 

Aimee Blenker, CVB, gave an overview of group sales, memberships, tradeshows/conventions, sponsorships, and 

FAM Tours.   
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Film Commission Update 

Ebony Livingston, CVB, gave brief update on the amount of film permits issued this year; types of filming done in 

our area; partnership with Sarasota Film Commission; planning a film mixer with all the film commissioners in the 

state (to be held at Feld). 

 

Elliott Falcione spoke about the importance of having Feld in our backyard; as well as getting the right movie to 

film here which could generate more tourists. 

 
World Rowing Championship 2017 Update 

Meredith Scerba, SANCA, gave extensive update on the 2017 World Rowing Championships which will be held at 

Nathan Benderson Park in September, 2017.   

 

Elliott Falcione, CVB, suggested doing something special at a future TDC meeting for the SANCA board members.  

 

State of Tourism – Update 

Walter Klages, Research Data Services, gave recap on tourism statistics for May and June, 2017 as well as economic 

forecast.   

 

Social Media Update 

Kevin McNulty, Netweave, gave update on CVB’s social media including:  audience growth; impressions, earned 

media value; social advertising; and recommendations. 

 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

 

New/Old Business 

Jack Rynerson:  Manatee County’s road situation is not ideal; suggested raising the price of gas 5 – 7 cents per 

gallon to raise funds to fix the roads. 

 

Elliott Falcione:  CVB signed a new 5 year agreement with Aqua (the CVB’s ad agency); Pittsburgh Sales Mission 

update; and gave a brief background of Dr. Xernona Clayton who will be here in November to showcase her life in 

a documentary. 

 

There being no further business to discuss, meeting adjourned at 11:06am 

 

These minutes are in draft form until approved at the October 16, 2017 TDC 

meeting. 

 


